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ARABIA. 

Plague present at Aden, hut not officially reported — Conditions stated 

on hills of health. 

Consul Masterson reports, November 23, 1904, to the Assistant Sec- 
retary of State, as follows: 

In continuation of my report on plague of November 8, I have to 
say that continuously for over one month there have been cases of 
plague reported as occurring in the old city of Aden, which is some 6 
miles away, but so far none have appeared at Steamer Point, which is 
the shipping place for this port, and until plague does appear at the 
port of entry it is unlikely that an official proclamation will be issued 
to the effect that Aden is infected with plague. However, as soon as 

1 am officially notified of this fact I snail immediately cable to the 
Department and, in the meantime, in all bills of health the conditions 
above narrated shall be given. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Health conditions in Queensland. 

[Abstract from Report of the Commissioner of Health, January 1 to June 30, 1904.] 

Diphtheria. — During the year ended June 30, 1904, 325 cases of 
diphtheria were reported. It has been observed in many parts of the 
world that where scarlet fever is unusually prevalent the number of 
cases of diphtheria is also increased. 

Enteric fever. — Seven hundred and seventy -seven cases were re- 
ported. From a review of the information supplied by the medical 
officers of health to the various local authorities it seems probable 
that the majority of cases were caused by fly infection or by infected 
dust. Thirty -five cases occurred in the area of Toowong and 54 in the 
area of Ithaca. A careful inspection of the Toowong district revealed 
an entire absence of drainage facilities, the household drainage being 
allowed to stagnate upon premises, while the sewage from the sur- 
rounding high ground found its way into a Chinaman's garden, where 
it was utilized for watering vegetables. 

Plague. — The last case of plague in Brisbane in 1903 occured on 
September 8. The last infected rat was found on September 28, 1903, 
and the first infected rat found in 1904 was discovered on January 8. 
The first case of human plague in 1904 was discovered a month later. 
Thus after an interval of 151 days plague made its reappearance in 
Brisbane, the first case in man being reported on February 9, 1904. 

The outbreak — the fifth in Queensland— was marked by 29 cases with 
9 deaths: Brisbane, 24 cases, 6 deaths; -Ipswich, 1 case, 1 death; Cairns, 

2 cases, 1 death ; Maryborough, 2 cases, 1 death. 

Of the 9 fatal cases, 3 were discovered by post-mortem examinations; 
2 were Chinamen, 1 a Kanaka, and 1 an aboriginal. The gross mor- 
tality was 31 per cent — Europeans, 26.92 per cent; colored races, 100 
per cent. The epizootic incidence of plague in rats, as in former years, 
preceded and accompanied, the cases of plague in man. 

The systematic daily bacteriological examination of the carcasses of 
rats killed by the rat-destroying gang of the department, and the 
information derived therefrom, proves the close connection which 
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existed between plague in rat and plague in man in various localities 
of the metropolitan area. 

The number of cases of plague occurring in many parts of the area 
was found to depend very largely upon the insanitary conditions of the 
premises acting as an attraction to or affording harborage for rats 
generally, and especially was this the case in produce and grain stores, 
butchers' shops, and general stores. 

In a report by the health officer to the department, evidence is 
adduced to show that, in the particular localities where the produce 
business is carried on, the incidence of plague both in man and in rat 
was heaviest. 

In the thirty stores containing produce and grain which were 
cleansed and disinfected by the department, 541 dead rats, 951 live 
rats, 305 dead mice, and 607 live mice were found. 

Scarlet fever. — Nine hundred and eighty-six cases were reported. 

Tuberculosis. — Compulsory notification of all cases of pulmonary 
tuberculosis is to be carried out, with the view of laying stress on the 
necessity of destroying the expectoration of patients and disinfecting 
rooms lately occupied b}' tuberculous patients. 

Ankylostomiasis. — Dr. R. A. O'Brien, late health officer to the de- 
partment, furnished in January last an able and extensive report on 
this disease in Queensland. From his report it appears that the dis- 
ease is found chiefly in the Cairns-Townsville district, at scattered 
places in the coast district between Brisbane and Maryborough, and to 
some extent at the extreme southeastern end of the State. Doctor 
O'Brien is of the opinion that the disease is not increasing rapidly, 
but slowly spreading and infecting new areas. He suggests that a 
statement be furnished to the public press for publication in the 
above districts, urging all persons suffering from marked pallor, 
weakness, etc., to obtain medical advice, and thus lead to an increase 
in our knowledge of the prevalence and distribution of this disease. 

Leprosy. — On June 30, 1904, 12 persons remained under treatment 
at the Stradbroke Island lazaret. Five patients were admitted during 
the year; 4 were whites, and 1 an aboriginal. 

Smallpox. — Only 1 case was reported during the year. The patient 
was a woman on board the steamship Empire from China, who 
joined the vessel at Manila. The patient, together with her baby and 
one contact in the case, was quarantined for the usual period at Magnetic 
Island Quarantine Station, Townsville. 

Report from Melbourne — Plague bulletins from Brisbane and Sidney — 
Case of plague near Brisbane. 

Consul-General Bray forwards the following: 

Department of Public Health, Queensland, 

Brisbane, October 22, 1904.. 
Plague bulletin No. 37 for the week ended 12 o'clock noon, Satur- 
day, October 22, 1904: 

PLAGUE IN MAN. 

Cases reported during week ended October 22, 1904, none. 

Remaining under treatment, none. 

Last case isolated September 15. 

Plague hospital closed September 19, 1904. 



